
   CT (COMPUTERIZED TOMOGRAPHY) SCAN 
  INFORMED CONSENT FOR CONTRAST MEDIA INJECTION 
 
 
Dr. _________________ has requested that you have an x-ray examination of the head, orbits, 
sinuses, chest, abdomen, pelvis, neck or spine by Computerized Tomography (CT Scan).  This 
test involves the injection of contrast media into a vein.  The purpose of the contrast media is to 
make normal and pathological structures more visible on the x-ray.  The contrast normally 
passes through the bloodstream and kidneys then to the bladder. 
 
Minor reactions to the contrast injection sometimes occur, such as warmth, itching, skin rash, 
hives, or nausea.  These usually require little or no treatment.  More severe reactions occur very 
rarely, including asthmatic attacks and shock, requiring prompt treatment, which we are 
prepared to administer.  Death has occurred in very rare instances. 
 
This examination has been in use for many years and is being done daily in x-ray departments 
throughout the world.  Your doctor has considered the risks involved and has weighed them 
against the possible benefits that you may receive as a result of the information gained from this 
study.  Your doctor considers this risk acceptable. 
 
Certain patients are at higher risk for a reaction to the contrast and will be given and anti-
inflammatory medication prior to the exam, this helps to prevent or minimize significant 
reactions.  If you fall into one of the following categories please let us know so that we may take 
appropriate measures: 
 
1.  People who have already had a moderate or severe "allergic-like" reaction to the contrast 
media that required treatment 
 
2.  Patients with severe allergies or history of asthma 
 
3.  Patients with severe or incapacitating heart disease 
 
4.  Patients with multiple myeloma, sickle cell, or pheochromocytoma 
 
5.  Patients with severe kidney disease, particularly caused by diabetes; or are you presently 
taking Glucophage/Glucovance for diabetes?  See Attached Information 
 
6.  Debilitated or very elderly patients 
 
The contrast may be administered by either a hand injection or by a mechanical injector.  
Another possible side effect of contrast given by mechanical injector is infiltration of the contrast 
into the soft tissues around the vein.  We monitor this very carefully, and ask that if you feel any 
pain or discomfort at the injection site let the CT technologist know immediately. 
 
You may discuss this further with the Radiologist, if you so desire. 
 
I have read and understand the above, have had all my questions answered, and consent to the 
performance of the examination. 
 
 
SIGNATURE: _______________________________  DATE: __________________ 

Visit us on the web at: http://www.redstone.amedd.army.mil/radiology/index.htm 


